
 

 

What’s happening on  
the water from ... 

 Autumn 2018 

KIWI MADE – ADMIRAL 10M  

It's been eight years in the making and the final result 
is nothing short of outstanding. Kiwi designed and 
built cruisers are making a comeback and the new 
Admiral 10m is a boat at the forefront of that revival. 
When Jason Mckenzie and Steve Clement brought 
the Steadecraft Patrol 28 moulds off Trade Me over 
eight years ago, they had no detailed plans for the 
boat, apart from the fact they wanted to transform 
what was a blokes fishing boat into a more practical 
cruiser. 
They also felt that there was a gap in the market for a 
boat of this size that was right on the edge of being 
trailerable or moored. At 3m beam, you can trail the 
Admiral with a special permit, but it's more likely to be 
moored or kept in a dry stack. 

"It took us eight years to finish mainly because this was only a part-time project for both of us as I was concentrating on my 
fibreglass business and Jason his upholstery company, so there was never a dedicated time frame to finish it", adds Steve. 
In mid-2017 things started to crank up and the pressure was on to get the boat finished and launched for the 2018 summer. 
Well they nearly made it and the boat hit the water in early April this year. There was one goal, however, and that was to 
make the Hutchwilco NZ Boat Show, which they have managed to achieve. 
 
First Run 
When I got to take the boat for a trial, it was raining and miserable in the morning and we only got to run the boat for a short 
time up the Tamaki River. First impression was the super slick transition onto the plane and how quick we achieved a top 
speed of 32 knots. Not bad for just 260hp. In the calm water, I found around 25 knots the ideal cruise speed. 
The 12.5 deg hull is reasonably flat and is extremely responsive to the helm. One of the reasons is the Admiral 10m is fitted 
with a pair of Humphree X-Series interceptors, which offer stabilisation at any speed. They are not ordinary trim tabs. The 
Interceptor system creates a hydrodynamic lift force by intercepting the water flow underneath the hull. In that way, the       
interceptor creates a lift force acting on the hull instead of on the trim-device itself, which is the difference of the regular trim 
tab. The X-Series features ultra-fast servo actuators that react instantly to hull movements, as demonstrated in my high-
speed manoeuvers. With advanced controls, the system operates very fast and with high precision.  
At 25 knots I spun the wheel hard over and to my surprise, the bow dug in almost instantly and the boat hooked into a very 
sharp turn. The Volvo Penta DPH leg hung on tight and moments later I was on the plane and heading back down my       
previous track. Felt safe and the boat suffered minimal heel, although maybe I should have told my passenger before I did it!  

One Level 
As for the power option, at this stage, it's a single Volvo Penta D4-260 with a DPH leg and quite honestly that's plenty. 32 
knots was an impressive speed for the boat and a little more than I thought it would achieve. 
The Admiral 10m is fitted with Volvo Penta’s new comprehensive battery management system – a safe and easy-to- use 
control system for the boat’s batteries. With the Battery Control Module (BCM) acting as a hub the boat’s entire electrical 
system is both more reliable and easier to monitor. 
The BCM contains a number of inputs, outputs and built-in electrical components that handle the power supply to the engine 
and accessory consumers on board. Basically the system consists of one or more BCM-units to which batteries and power 
consuming devices are connected. 



 

 

Observation 
It is pleasing to see another all Kiwi boat coming to market and Admiral Boats have certainly produced an outstanding 
example. It's a stylish performer and certainly fits into a gap in the market for a local boat of this size. With its first  
public showing at the Hutchwilco NZ Boat Show, it will be interesting to see the reaction, but I'm picking that it may 
exceed expectations and the boys at Admiral Boats are going to have a busy time ahead with orders. 

Boat Design Name:        Admiral 10m  
Year Launched:          2018        
Builder:                 Admiral Boats                
Designer:                 Admiral Boats            
LOA:                 10m                     
Beam:                    3m                      
Deadrise:                        12.5 deg              
Displ (Dry):                     4200 kgs                     
Max Speed:                    32 knots          
Construction:                  GRP             
Fuel Cap:             650 litres              
Water Cap:             370 litres              
Engines Make:        Volvo Penta D4 260          
Drive Train:            DPH             
Trim Tabs:              Humphree                     
Contact:              www.admiralboatsnz.co.nz  

D4-260 

Article courtesy of Barry Thompson, Pacific Powerboat 
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               VOLVO  OCEAN  RACE                     

      MARCO  LAUNCH  950  SOUWESTER                 
Morrinsville based Marco Boats has recently launched one of their biggest boats to date, the 950 Souwester.  At 10m LOA 
and with a beam of 3m it is right on the cusp of being a trailer boat, but the owner does use it as such. 
 
It is a seriously good weekender and has all the necessary appointments for overnighting such as galley, head and shower, 
two 70 litre chest freezers and a 30-litre fridge drawer. 
 
There are berths to accommodate four adults or three adults and two children.  The wheelhouse area flows through to the 
cockpit via bi-folding doors and a pillar-less electric drop down window. 
 
The 950 Souwester is also fitted with Raymarine Axiom MFDs and Humphree auto trim interceptors.  600L of fuel feeding a 
370HP D6 Volvo Penta which is enough to push the 5500kg vessel to a top speed of 35 knots. 

Marco Boats 
Phone: +64 07 889 7083 
www.marco.boats@xtra.co.nz 

Yet another Volvo Ocean race stopover in Auckland has 

been and gone. 

This stopover could only be described as a massive     

success with a larger Volvo display than ever before   

showing off all the latest technology Volvo has to offer in 

all of its divisions. Volvo Penta with Volpower NZ Ltd had 

the privilege of being part of the show, hosting key OEM’s 

and customers at various times throughout the 3 week 

stopover.  These guest’s enjoyed guided Village tours, 

race yacht tours, some different forms of Yacht racing from 

America’s cup      challenges to Extreme Cat sailing and a 

privileged few got to sail on the VOR yachts in the in-port 

Pro-Am racing. Of course we had a day on board a charter 

vessel viewing the in-port race with thousands of on water 

spectators and a few special dinners combined with other 

Volvo divisions. 

This event certainly showcases Auckland and the Volvo products. The race teams love this stopover as it is basically the half 

way point for the race and just about any form of maintenance can be done here with the vast array of marine businesses 

close at hand.  

We look forward to participating in the next stopover and enjoying being part of the benefits of this fantastic global brand. 

Wayne Patten 
Managing Director  



 

 

           VOLVO  PENTA  EASY  CONNECT                   



 

 

2 + 3  YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW 

VOLVO PENTA MARINE ENGINES 

*Conditional on annual service by authorized Volvo Penta 

dealers. 

 

WEBSITE INFO: Visit our website for new and used engines and trans, parts,    
accessories, servicing etc. www.volpower.co.nz 
 

Published by Volpower N.Z. Limited, P.O. Box 58744, Botany, Auckland 
2163. Phone: 09 274-4305   Fax: 09 274 4306 0800 VOLPOWER 
Proud to be part of N.Z.’s most comprehensive marine dealer network. 

Dealer Stamp 

Volpower distribute affordable Pyrotek Noise Control products 

through our dealer network to provide sound proofing solutions 

for marine and industrial applications. 

To see samples contact your local Volvo Penta Dealer 

now, or go to www.volpower.co.nz 

     SOUND PROOFING VOLPOWER  WELCOMES  
ADRIAN                   

Adrian Penman joined Volpower in the role of National 
Technical Support on 22nd January 2018. 
 
Adrian had previously been employed as the Service 
Manager at Ovlov Marine in Westhaven. 
 
Adrian brings a wealth of Volvo Penta experience into 
this role, and he is looking forward to the challenges this 
role will bring both in the Marine and the Industrial     
sectors. 
 
Adrian is a boat owner himself and he has a boat 
"powered by a Volvo Penta D6-330". 
 
His interests are fishing and sailing. 

ASK ABOUT VOLVO PENTA 
“EXTEND YOUR CARE” PACKAGES 

VOLVO PENTA MARINE DEALER LIST 
  

NEW ZEALAND: 
OPUA: JB Marine. Paihia Ph 09-402-8375 
WHANGAREI: Whangarei Marine Services. Whangarei Ph 09-438-3296 
MATAKANA: Matakana Marine & Engineering Ltd. Matakana Ph 09-422-
7822 
WHANGAPARAOA: Marine Solutions Gulf Harbour. 
                                 Whangaparaoa Ph 09-424-1260 
AUCKLAND: 
Ovlov Marine Ltd. Westhaven Ph 09-377-4285 
Ovlov Marine - Pine Harbour Limited. Beachlands Ph 09-5365249 
Allvo Marine & Engineering Ltd. Half Moon Bay Marina Ph 09-535-9189 
Bensemann Boating Centre Ltd. Westpark Marina Ph 09-416 2190 
WHITIANGA: Pacific Coast Marine & Diesel. Whitianga Ph 07-866-0551 
BAY OF PLENTY/WAIKATO: Coastline Marine Limited.  
           Tauranga Ph 07-574-9613 
TAUPO: Fleet Marine Limited. Taupo Ph 07-378-8514 
GISBORNE: Harbourview Marine Ltd. Gisborne Ph 06-868-8686 
WANGANUI: Marine Services Wanganui Ltd. Wanganui Ph 06-345-6958 
PORIRUA: KP Marine. Porirua Ph 04 233 6164 
WELLINGTON: Strait Marine Parts & Services Limited.  
                          Wellington Ph 04-568-8062 
PICTON: Seatech Marine Limited. Picton Ph 03-573-6477                 
               Seafarer Marine (MARINE COMMERCIAL) Picton 03-573-8911 
PORT NELSON: Aimex Ltd. Port Nelson Ph 03-548-1439 
KAIKOURA: Kaikoura Marine Services Ltd. Kaikoura Ph 03-319-5276 
LYTTELTON Mainland Marine Engineering (PARTS & SERVICE ONLY) 03 
328 8050 
WANAKA The Boat Shed Wanaka (PARTS & SERVICE ONLY) 03 443 6260 
  
  

  

FIJI: 
NADI: Yacht Help Fiji. Nadi Ph 679-675-0911-2 


